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Invisible Guardians +1: A Preliminary Study on Subsidies for Automatic Gas Stove
Shut-Off Devices
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According to statistics from the National Development Council’s Population Projection System,
by the end of 2024, the proportion of the population aged 65 and above in Taiwan had reached
19.18%. In Chiayi City, data from December 2024 showed that the elderly population had reached
19.4%, higher than the national average, highlighting the city’s steady transition into a “super-aged
society” (where more than 20% of the population is aged 65 or above).

Furthermore, based on the nationwide community dementia epidemiological survey released by the
Ministry of Health and Welfare (Table 1), the prevalence of dementia increases significantly with
age. Facing the growing trends of aging and dementia in the city, the Chiayi City Fire Department
launched the nation’s first “Subsidy Program for External-Type Automatic Gas Stove Shut-Off
Devices” in 2024, aiming to strengthen fire safety in the homes of elderly and vulnerable groups.

This initiative serves as a key addition to the “Three Essentials of Home Safety” ( gas water
heaters, residential fire alarms, and external-type automatic gas stove shut-off devices)
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